-
L
-
<L
E 3
i
e
©)

GE OF JA

,-
€]
i s

M .S?ﬁ.&
3 (

HE QUIET RA




It’sacalhng,anm-your-blood vocatmm There
xsnohmecaxdtopunch nesuchthmgas
qmt’angtxn& 5

" So before the mamceursesamved,the

group was deep into depressing news of the f&

Iat&stcropofhumannghtsabus&cm&_
- Salvador. .

~The server, who had gone aboitt his:'
business without reacting to the discussion,

anddsnte snbarsinted - 1T 3 waant oA mnnel o B
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Jack Healey, who grew up in Dormont, wages a Fine, said Healey, who had long since
never-ending battle against injustice as execu- bﬁgfﬁiﬁfﬁ;? strange doings in Wash-
tive director of Amnesty Internatzonai A few seconds later, three men wearing
385, OGO-member Li S. qect;on, v food-stained uniforms and the sweat of the

kitchen appeared.

“Are you Amnesty mtema’uoﬁai?” one of
them asked in a heavy Spanishaccent. “Yes,”
said Healey. “Where are you all from?”

- “ElSalvador. We heard youwere. here and
we had to thank yon.” ;

“For what?”

- “For keeping us alive. For saving our
lives.” The men wiped their hands on their
- aprons and shook hands all around. They
= cried as they returned to the k}tchen The

= d’imngroom‘ensﬂent ' ;

YEAR LATER, it is mid-morning
and ‘the red-eye ﬂxght from Los Angeles to
New York is running late. Healey will have to

- hustle directly to the office in Manhattan.

 The next two days will be packed with
i overseas phone calls, staff meetings, reports
- on human rights campaigns across the United
‘States. By week’s end he’'ll have flown to
Spain, Chile and Washington, D:C., to negoti-
ate an Amnesty-sponsored human rights con-
Facing the week’s thankless schedule
_from his window seat, Healey remembers the
—-message of three -nobody kitchen ‘workers
from El Salvador. Hehas found himsel doing
that lately, pulling out the memory like 2
treasured wallet photo. “Thinking gbout it

- humbles-me and energizes me at the same
- time,” he says.

Finally released from the plane, theleader
of a 385,000-member organization operating
on an annual budget of $22 million walks
briskly to a public phone. He looks like 2
maverick professor in his thick glasses, rum-
pled dress shirt, Levis and little black
Reeboks.

At Amnesty’s U.S. headquarters, two
cramped upper floors of a 13-story office
building in mid-town Manhatian, Healeyt
secretary takes the call from her boss. She
gives the damage report on his morning
schedule and scribbles down messages to his
staff. Waiting for him when he arrives will be
a stack, most of them marked urgent.

There are a lot of people out there-craving
attentwn from this S/fyeawxd ex-pnest And

.....




mck stars to political stars; from former -
flower - children to State - Department bu_‘

regucrats?

John G. Heeley is described by his top
azdes ‘as an organizational genius rivaling
anyone in the Bush administration, but his

family says he carries the soul of a lunch-
bucket Democrat. Throughout his life he has

preferred leading the charge up mountains of

injustice even if no clear-cut victory awaits at

thetop.
- In all-of these guests, he is dnven by
subtie £go, a desire to live up to his mother’s

expectations and & struggle tohvexaptot‘ne :
p@ce»maker commandment imbedded in the

Franciscan Prayer. By all accounts, the mix is
2 powerful fuel. :

Itwas Healey who dreamed up &n around-
:he-world rock concert that brought Amnesty

Fidmmanndlamatln ccmmmmisn af Tcdaamin alatetn &h

~the nearly all-white,

1t<> asmst the antx-apmthexd movement m

Hemaawvets almost daﬁy thmagh ego—,
maniacal minefields — the music busm&ss, :
movies, television.’ _Yet, by most accounts, he'l_ :

manages nottogettoefuﬁof himself. -
~ In the viorkpl:

them with - smooth prof&mals — ‘young
accountants and attomeys ‘The result, says

‘Healey’s deputy director, Kurt Goering, is
“that he doesn’t get stuck with ideas that -

can’t get done and he isn’t fawd with a bunch

of noddmg heads.” i
- Inthe aearly 10 years Healey has headed

Amnesty U.S.A., the section has been trans-

Fommmn n il Trsan wwrtenl amm Emnoime YA cwimoenSanm

. Healey has redwgned
.male office clique he -
'mhmtedmywsagosothatapmtureofhisv g
 9Z2-member staff today is an exotic garden of
" gender, color and life experience. He paired
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,tohoasehoidnamestatus by1990

In the United States alone, J:Ie
credlted with raising Amnesty’s mem

- exponentially, from 75,600 in 1981 to:
:bythemtddleofthmm Shooting u

with it is its budget — from $3'million
to $21millionlestyear. ~
- Buteventhose numbets don’t satﬁ

e “You know what $21 million is?” &
# :poundmgthe table. “That’s half of thi
budget for Mothers Against Drunk Dr

it's the kind of blunt talk that con

mpmsxve success. Even his toughes
can’t-discount it. He has achieved it, ]

. byno—hoids-barred dreaming, “no mat
~wild or impossible, as. long as it’s wit

bounds of legality and non-violence.”
As the international orgamzat:

_pares to celebrate-its 30th anniverss
: year, Healey is jeered 2 bit and cheer

inside Amnesty for pushing rock conc:
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to Chite with a friend, Carmen Gloria Quinta-
na, to work as a free-lance photographér and
activist in the anti-Pinochet movement. Rojas
was taking pictures at a demonstration in
Santiago when they were pulled from their
van by military police.

According to pictures and witnesses cited

in Amnesty records, the two were beaten for -

hours, then doused with gasoline, even forced
to drink some of it, and set on fire. They were
- covered by blankets and dumped in a ditch
outside the city. De-Negri’s son died three
‘days later as she tried futilely to have him
ttansferred to a U.S. hospital. But Quintana,
with burns over 80 percent of her body,
survived.. -

- Healey d&ecnba De-Negri as “a fearless
, 'Womaa with an innate sense of dignity.’ ” She -

* is one of the ordinary peopie made extraordi-

-nary by her trinmph over her torturers. It is

- Amnesty International that recards her story
and reports it to the world.

- -Atage 16, Healey had his own cenversxoa
~ from ordinary neighborhood brat-pack teen-

- ager to- the extraordmary life of & Catholic

At the ume, he was on the fast tza‘.k tc
seriotis juvenite delinquency. He remembers

- graduating from pranks like midnight scam-
pers across roofs to more dangerous pursuits
“brawls thh otner kids, some stealing,

i ‘when somethmg got damaged or stelen, says
-'Heaiey “That was it for my mother.”

 He was yanked out of public h:gh sd;oei =

¥ F:aacxscans ’i‘he schcei’s mission was to
- foster vocations to the pmesthood and prepare
for theseming

 Honght the risthood would be 4.

cent life for her son. “She nevercamenghtout =
and said ‘you should dedicate your life to

this,” but she was such a stick-out. She gave
‘plenty of signals .

mes 37
"~ He graduated from the college semmary
— an average student with a noticeable talent

for public speaking — and went on to four -
years of graduate work in theology in Wash-- :

- ington, D.C.

- That period — his first time _euts&deg
Western Pennsylvania — was a baptism by

fire. Washmgton was becoming a magnet for

*social justice issues. Lyndon Johnson’s White
House had declared war on poverty; Martin
" Luther King Jr. wasmarchmgforcxmnghts, -

JUELYE SER IUHNG- SCEL BRpE < SPRSOV IO PRSI S5 BPECOUESN S

| thmk. last straw was when 1 ended .
upm pweniieeomtbecausei was hanging out

RET: at, hxm there were more personal forces to

-~ reconcile. “Working at the coliege was his
first e'xposure to the opposite sex in any real
-sense,”  remembers - former Capuchin and
. classmate Fred Just. “He was totaﬂy unpre- -
~pared for all the attraction .
;,;ﬁ&xesestudents idolized him.”

-Healey left the priesthood just before '
,;Chnstmas 1868 and he did it guietly, inform-
- ing only a few. “He was very honest about it,”
-says Schmitt. “He told me he was more
~ politician than priest and there wasn't a thmg :
- 1 could say.” His mother had died two years
-before, stricken with what Healey believes -
“now was a form of Alzheimer’s disease. She
“had begun to lose touch at the txme of hxs
f~ordmat:on

. and Jack was fired up
sbott the church. He saw So many possxbxl-

“Jack Healey and I
were friends when
that tour started and
I don'’t think I could
stand to look at the
man now.”

— Bill Graham,
concert , promoter

ed by loud protests and: demands for sweepmg 5

changes; Healey was ordained a: pnest in a
church that measures change in terms of

- centuries, not ‘the thas-tme-next—year yard-

stick embraced by i its newest. apcstle

“We'd all seen such tremendous forces

commguownonthecountryand the church
was going through it as well,” says the Rev.
Miles Schmitt, Healey’s spiritual adviser in

‘Washmgton “There was Vatican H and the
‘encyclical Humanae Vitae (in which the

church reinforced its ban on contraception).

There were a: Iotofyomxgmen like Jack who
were caught in thé middle — a loosening up
and questioning of authority on the outside
and a conservative, - ordered way at home.- 1

lostalot ofgoodfnends :
 Healey was ass1gned tothe Newman_ i
Centet at FrostburgState Ceﬁegenw()um :

made frequent trips to Washmgton for anti-
war demanstr_at;o-as with priests-like Daniel

»how much-

"The angmsh in ieavmg was nothmg,

‘.‘i{a_iey_savs, in comparison to the fear of -

part of a year, s harmg 2 house wi
other ex-priests. .

His connections in voluntes
work paid off and he finally landed
the American Freedom From Hunge
tion, the training ground for skilis i
raising and zmage-buﬂdmg that hs
him so well.

By 1969, Healey was direct
foundation, having raised more
miliion through schemes like the a
walk-a-thon, which has since becor
component in charity fund raising

- In 1974, Healey took over as ¢
the hunger and development proje
Netionai Center for Commun"q,
Later the same year, he marriec

“Weiss, an aceountant. He says t
© year marriage, three-yea: separatio:

reunion was g futile attempt for
f{xends to make it aslovers.”
‘In 1977 he joined with comet

- activist Dick Gregory to produce

‘Hunger Run, a Los Angeles o ]

event that won international pjublic‘
captured some attention in the Wi
In 1977, President Jimmy Carter
‘hir to. direct the Peace{':omsp
L&sotho ‘the tiny democratic <ot

- rounded by South Africa..

- There Healey first saw refus

- political death squads, vxctxms of 1

}mpnsonment thhout trzai. -

an ‘border across the:

fealey was separated. from
durmg most of his Africa tour and’
himself in his work, which often hg

as
politics and South Africa.
On several of these trips he
delegat&e from Amnesty Internati

* were interviewing Basotho (Lesoth
‘and refugees from South Africa.

zmpr&ssed with the courage of the n:

- the tenacity of the human rights
- Healey madean effort tolearn more

group. While reading an Ammesty 1

‘one ‘evening, he caught 2 notice
. applications for the executive direct:

Healey applied immediately, ev
the $34,000 salary would mean 2 $2

- cut. Out of 200 applicants, he mad:
final three in large measure because
UL.S.A’s energy level was suffering

_ blahs, says Vincent McGee, board

during the selection process. The 1

“Peace Prize was history; account:

order ﬁies were neat and tidy and
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AMNESTY

Continued from page 20

i Wt EARLY A decade after taking con-
trol of Amnesty’s U.S. section, Healey has
cleaned out the dead wood, hired people who
share his wide vision of human rights and
established control without stifling creativ.
ity. “T think we got exactly what we hired,”
vSaYS McGee.

While Healey may have freed the activ-

ists from their Barcaloungers, he remains
steadfast to Amnesty’s first commandment:
Thou shalt not exhibit any pohbcal religious,
ideological or geographical bias in any Amnes-
‘ty-sponsored activity. It flows info a sxmpie
- Healey corollary: “There is no lesser person in

this world.” He has worked relentlessly to get

this one message out — even o governments
- that cover their ears.
What he keeps cons’can y remmdmg
himself is that Amnesty loses more than it
wins.

“We- have to tty anythmg that might

seem to work,” he says, “evaluate every

policy very carefully because the number of

people being killed and tortured and dzs"p-
peared is growing.”
When Healey dreared up the xdea that

Amnesty could get its human rights message
heard’ through a cross-countty ‘rock concert,
_ many in the movement’s international hierar-

chv recmied. But he prevaﬁed by szgnmg._

'of Hcpe Tot.r rawed consczousncss, 100,000
Sxmmediate new members and more than $2.6

that would play f‘we eontments ludin
Third World countqes and Eastem ‘Europe.
Everyone told him it was fantasy The
logistics alone would be nnpossible.

Less than a year later, Healey was sitting
mBmceSprmgsteea s dressing room after his

“concert in Madison Square Garden, explain-.

ing Amnesty International’s credo to 2
the tock superstar had committed tc¢ the

entire tour, joining British singers Sting and
Peter Gabriel, American Tracy Chapmanand -

Senegalese pop singer Youssou N'Dour.
The Human Rights Now world tour, Sept.

2 through Oct. 15, 1988, distributed i million

pocket copies of the United Nations Declara-

-tion on Human Rights. In concerts and TV
breadeasts Amnesty’s message was delivered
1 billion people in 60 -

to en- estimated
countries.

k g TERL R

How to contact
Amnesty groups

There are three Amnesty Action
volunteer groups in the Pittsburgh
area:

€ Group 39 in the city and East
suburbs,

& Group 345 in the South Hills.

¢ Group 524 in Sewickiey.

For information on these groups
and other Amnesty International-
sponsored activities, contact

Group 39, care of its coordinator,

Geraldine Malmberg, 130 Gordon St.,
Pittsburgh, 15218. Or call 731-3608.

“Springsteen’s a grunter,” he says of the

singer hie now considers a friend. “Now if you

get beyond all that stage stuff, then I think he
can be & thinking man’s grunter.” Heaiey
doesn’t really care how the rock stars sing as
fong as their images and messages don't
conflict with Amnesty’s goals. What he really

- wants is what rock stars attract so effortless.

iy — youth.
- When Healey toured Imm:gratlon and

- Naturalization Service Camps on the Mexi-
‘can border as part of the U.S. section’s
; polmcalrefugeecampmgn he was followed by ~ hi
- a-pack of high school and college interns. .
.“They"wete ali mmenzed %33' jack” f '

hmmthefront seat.”

for the record. The criticism hangs on the fear
that Amnesty will become, like an overex-
posed  rock stax, esterday’s hot look, &
burned-out fad.

And there is cntxc:sm from outside the

. - organization. Bill Graham, known as the dean

. wof concert pmmoters producer of concerts for
sweaty, bathrobed “Boss.” A half-hour later,

virtually every major recording artist, produc-
er of world tours for the Rollmg Stones and
Bob Dylan, says his experience co-producing

- the Amnesty world tour thh Healsey was the

‘worst of his career.

“Jack Healey and I were fnends wnen
that tour started and I don’t think I could
stand to look at the man now. It's simple

2 realiy He sold his soul and he became 2

-groupie. ... to all those ..
degree of pohtmai mneuvenng there that 1

‘never want t6 have to see again?

reallyisin his wc»rk e

nesty’s basic mission, but none would say it oReEy:

awkward position on ‘the four, gz
trust of the artists, band members:
and being asked to mediate disputes
felt shut out, says Healey, and it et
friendship.
“Bill was an important part of

He made it possible for us to get i
World countries we never wouid !
able to otherwise. But I've learned t!
project like a world tour, by the
finish, you've made a decision &
erybody.”

- Mausician-singer Gabriel says
may not have received the acknowl
he deserved for developing the conc

- world tour and seeing it through.
‘someone who is driven from the hea

passions ... and that can very of

~ people feeling z little agrieved. I d
. Jack’s personality is suited for !

Solomon or the organization man.
swashbuckling qualities and he war
independent. That’s good for some ¢

“bad forothers.” = .

Iranian-born Feryal Gharahz
girlfriend for all but one of his €igh
Amnesty, iaughs at the suggestion
‘been swept away by his work w:th i

_ and recording artists. “There

important peopie who look at Amne
chic organization, the secular religio:

-the head of their little church I-Ie $

to get caughtnp in that s

Indeed, Healey has been runnmg
to Chile and back, for the padt fc

going to take up ail his swash

In the same stadium where for
tary dictator Pinochet allowed his s
execute and torture political dissid
nesty International wili offer the
that were denied to the Chxiean peOL
Amnesty’s world tour.

~But already there’s a crisis. §
Sinead O'Connor and Jackson Brc
Wynton Marsalis and Ruben Bl
scheduled to play. Chile promoters v
Kids on the Block and Healey has
the teen-pop singers. But some of the
aren’t happy to share the stage w

“babes in human rights land.

Healey’s going to have to fly «

“soothe some miffed activist souls.

- sage will be the same as it’s alw:
.stars. There wasa
- and tell the world there gin't nobody

“Let’s get over the small problems 2



“Conspiracy

Of Hope”

There was nothing clandestine
about Amnesty USA's "'Con-
spiracy of Hope.'' The rock
concert tour crossed the United
States in June, stopping in six
cities to proclaim loudly and
clearly that the pressure of
public opinion can stop human
rights abuses and save lives.

Musicians, organizers, and
crews '‘adopted’’ six prisoners
of conscience shortly before the
tour began. Throughout the
series, they spoke on stage, at
press conferences, and during
conversations with Amnesty
members and the public about
these prisoners and the
thousands of others who sharce
their plight. Donning Amnesty
T-shirts and waving sets of
postcards addressed to govern-
ment officials, the musicians
brought the human rights
message to a new generation
of Americans.

The tour began in San
Francisco on June 4, then
traveled to Los Angeles,
Denver, Atlanta, Chicago, an_d_
New York. Concert audiences
totalled 138,000, while the
publicity accompanying the
tour reached many times that
number. By the end of the ten-
day series, nearly 5,000 press
stories had featured the 25th
Anniversary celebration given
to Amnesty by its long-term
supporters in the musicindustry.

'Conspiracy of Hope'’ raised
a voice which spoke to rock
fans, and through the fans to
countless others, about what
they can do to help ''forgotten’’
prisoners. More than 30,000
1ew Amnesty USA members are
now helping the international
human rights movement raise a
voice to which governments
everywhere must listen.

Photos ©Ken Regan
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